Margaretville Central School
District Policy

Parent Involvement in Title I /AIS Programs
1.  Margaretville Central School shall, by September 15 of each school year, send by mail a notice to the parents of each eligible child, in clear language, informing the parents:

This initial notice shall be developed in consultation with parents.

a. About the name of the Title I program(s). 
b. Those parents have the right to be involved in, and consulted concerning, the planning, development, and operation of such program(s). 
c. That an initial meeting will be held for all such parents in order to discuss the possible form of parent consultation and involvement. 
d. Of the time and place of such meeting, shall be selected in a manner designed to encourage maximum attendance.

2.  At such meeting(s), school official(s) shall:

a. Explain the nature of the program. 
b. Describe the rights of parents and the obligations of school official(s) set forth in NCLB/Title I and this policy concerning parent involvement. 
c. Explain that the purpose of the meeting is for parents to decide preliminarily what mechanisms they wish to propose for implementing parent involvement. 
d. State that written copies of information about the program, including the federal statute and regulations, any applicable state or local laws or regulations, and current and prior program applications and evaluations are available. 
e. State that he/she will remain available to answer questions throughout the meeting, but that the meeting is to be run by and for parents.

3.  Parents shall be free to organize themselves in a manner of their own choosing for purposes of providing school officials with their consultation, consistent with constitutional rights of free speech, press, assembly, association and petition, and provided that their activities do not substantially and materially disrupt the educational processes of the school.

4.  Whatever form of internal organization parents choose shall assure that all parents of such children are provided regular opportunity for consultation, either directly with school officials and /or through regular communication with those parents who are selected by the parents to consult directly with school officials. The primary responsibility for meeting this requirement is on the parents, but school officials shall offer any reasonable assistance to help parents communicate with each other.

5.  Parents and school officials and the Title I/AIS team will jointly agree on methods for school officials to consult the parents on all aspects of Title I planning, design, and implementation.  These methods of consultation shall then be reduced to writing and distributed in an effective manner to all eligible parents.

6.  School officials shall provide a full and timely response to any parent’s recommendations concerning the program(s) and to the extent that such recommendations are rejected, shall explain the basis for their decision.  If the recommendation was made in writing, the response shall be in writing.

7.  School officials shall be prepared to offer, upon request, such support and resources as are needed for effective and full parent consultation and involvement, including but not limited to:

a. Reasonable access to meeting space, necessary materials, available communication facilities, and clerical and other support staff. 
b. An ongoing and effective program of training for parents, to be developed in consultation with parents, including training concerning federal, state and local legal requirements for the program, how the program actually operates, the rights and responsibilities of parents, and how parents can work effectively with each other and with the school in developing and providing parent consultation and involvement. 
c. Provision to parents, in a timely manner, of proposed and final project applications, need assessment documents, project plans, budgetary information, evaluation data, state, federal and local status, regulations, and guidelines and any other information needed for full, effective and informed parents involvement. 
d. Opportunities to view the operation of programs, including classroom visits, in order to acquire the information and experience needed for meaningful consultation. 
e. Opportunities for parents to be involved in operation of programs, home learning activities with their children, and other support activities, but such activities shall not be used as a substitute for parent consultation. 
f. All of the above to be limited to available budgetary funds.

8.  In developing methods and policy guidelines for parent consultation, parents and school officials shall annually, through the mechanisms established by this policy, conduct a review of parent consultation to determine the causes of any barriers to full and effective parent involvement.  This information shall then be used to review and revise the methods and policies for consultation in order to increase the effectiveness of parent consultation.

9.  After the first year of this parent consultation process, the meetings described in paragraphs 1-3 shall be held each year but shall be organized, with the assistance of school officials, by parents through the parent involvement mechanism established the previous years.  If for any reason parents are not available through this mechanism to organize the meetings, school officials shall do so in the manner described in paragraphs 1-3.
10. As required by Title IX, General Provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), the New York State Education Department (NYSED) has adopted the following procedures for receiving and resolving complaints and for reviewing appeals from decisions of local educational agencies (LEAs).  Complaints concerning violations of ESEA Title I, Parts A,C, and D, or of the General Education Provisions Act; or of Section 100.2 (ee) Academic Intervention Services of the Regulations of the Commissioner are covered by these procedures.
LEA’s must disseminate free of charge, adequate information about the State Complaint and Appeal Procedures to parents of students, and appropriate private school officials or representatives. (General Provisions Regulations, 34 CFR Sections 299.10-299.12)
Annually, Parents/Guardians of Margaretville Central School District students will receive a letter with SED Complaint Procedures weblink listed. The information will be included in the district newsletter as well as posted on the MCS website, under AIS Services/District Policy. The NYSED NCLB website is as follows:  http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/funding/cladcep/ca0809/complaintsappeals.htm
